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Oracle’s big data lead explains the difference between ‘good hard’ and ‘bad hard’ as well
as the future ethics of Al and machine learning

The combination of cloud, Internet of Things (loT) and big data analytics is seen as a pillar of
digital transformation, but the final part of that equation is still proving difficult, at least in
Oracle’s eyes.

lan Sharp, lead data scientist at Oracle, told Big Data World in London that even before
many organisation are ready to process the enormous amount of data generated by the loT,
they are struggling to make sense of existing sources.

“Big data is proving harder for us than previously thought,” he explained, differentiating
between ‘bad hard’ and ‘good hard..

Watch: Silicon meets Oracle at Cloud Expo Europe

http://www.silicon.co.uk/data-storage/bigdata/oracle-big-data-2-207517 1/5


http://www.silicon.co.uk/category/data-storage/bigdata
http://www.silicon.co.uk/category/data-storage
http://www.silicon.co.uk/date/2017/03/23
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
https://twitter.com/share?text=Oracle%3A+Big+Data+Is+Proving+Harder+Than+Previously+Thought&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517&title=Oracle%3A+Big+Data+Is+Proving+Harder+Than+Previously+Thought&source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk
http://subscriber.silicon.co.uk/profile/new-profile-1.php?&continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk&continue_label=Silicon+UK
http://www.silicon.co.uk/data-storage/business-intelligence/oracle-big-data-205344
http://www.silicon.co.uk/workspace/oracle-opens-biggest-b2b-data-marketplace-196418
http://www.silicon.co.uk/video/cloud-expo-europe-2017-silicon-meets-oracles-john-abel
http://www.silicon.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Oracle-Cloud-Expo-Europe-2.jpg
http://subscriber.silicon.co.uk/profile/login.php?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517&continue_label=Silicon+UK
http://www.silicon.co.uk/

3/29/2017 Oracle: Big Data Is Proving Harder Than Previously Thought

Good v Bad Big Data

The former, he said, was when organisations were finding it difficult to gain insights - either
because of cultural or technological issues - and were scrapping projects before they bore
fruit because of expense.

The assumption that big data projects yield immediate results makes people who sign off
the cheques impatient.

‘Good hard’, Sharp said, was when you were able to process the data but making the best use
of it was the challenge.

“The challenge is getting the data into the system and getting it to work that is so great,” he
concluded. “[Organisations are] hamstrung by trying to get it to work before it can”

This where Sharp said Oracle could come in, helping deliver the platforms that allow data
scientists to gain insights. He said he wasn’t ‘anti do-it-yourself’ but believed that by taking
away some of the ‘bad hard’, companies could focus on ‘good hard'.

Sharp cited Oracle’s work with CERN, which process 15GB worth of daily log files a day and
Perform’s Opta, which provides football statistics to broadcasters and governing bodies, as
examples of customers who are now at the good hard stage because they have different
challenges.
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Next for analytics

Sharp said he has worked in the fields of machine learning, data science and business
intelligence for years - long before the term Big Data was coined - and that the next step
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was data ethics as well as the ability to recognise emotion in audio and video. He even
suggested we could one day even tell if someone is being boring.

“The thing we all talk about is the rise of cognitive services, deep learning and potential use
of robots,” he elaborated.

“My personal view is that audio tech is much further ahead than visual, at least in the
mainstream. We can identify the speaker fairly easily [using frequencies]. Video stuff is a bit
further behind.”

Sharp also noted the limitations of some machine learning systems. He used Microsoft’s
controversial ‘celebslikeme’ as an example, claiming that submitting a picture of Leonard
DiCaprio did not return an image of the actor himself but someone else.

“[Microsoft CEO] Satya Nadella talks about democratising Al and [Oracle founder] Larry
Ellison says every technology since fire has been used for good and bad,” he said. “It’s about
finding the right, ethical user cases.”’

Quiz: What do you know about Oracle?

No Comments ¥

KM Register

to receive Silicon Cloud Roundup

Email

NetMediakurope
Initiative

Related themes
> Al

> Big Data
> Cloud
> Future Tech

http://www.silicon.co.uk/data-storage/bigdata/oracle-big-data-2-207517

3/5


http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/iot
http://www.techweekeurope.co.uk/quiz/oracle-the-software-house-that-larry-built-89-1
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
https://twitter.com/share?text=Oracle%3A+Big+Data+Is+Proving+Harder+Than+Previously+Thought&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517&title=Oracle%3A+Big+Data+Is+Proving+Harder+Than+Previously+Thought&source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk
http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/ai
http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/big-data
http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/cloud
http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/future-tech

3/29/2017 Oracle: Big Data Is Proving Harder Than Previously Thought

> loT

>oracle

#TrustOpen Red Hat

4 ways GE is boosting performance and reducing costs with loT

To fully grasp the potential benefits of the Internet of Things, look no further than General
Electric. GE is making a big bet on industrial Internet of ...

ClOs: Empower everyone in IT to see the bigger picture

If you were to stop anyone working at SunTrust and ask them, “What is the purpose of your
role?” I'd wager that not only would they be able to give ...

Driving end-to-end customer experiences is a critical success factor for
digital transformation

Digital transformation is one of the key opportunities in today's business for CIOs to
increase leverage with their internal and external customers. Digitization....

powered by Red Hat »

Related

Whitepaper by Dropbox Whitepaper by Arbor

Networks

Setting Information

Free - How Cloud- loT DDos attacks

based Collaborationis  show the stakes have

Eradicating Data Silos  changed
STAY CONNECTED Followus M Newsletter L Connect

http://www.silicon.co.uk/data-storage/bigdata/oracle-big-data-2-207517

4/5


http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/iot
http://www.silicon.co.uk/tag/oracle
http://www.trustopen.net/en?&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en?&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10203/4+ways+ge+is+boosting+performance+and+reducing+costs+with+iot?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10203/4+ways+ge+is+boosting+performance+and+reducing+costs+with+iot?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10202/cios+empower+everyone+in+it+to+see+the+bigger+picture?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10202/cios+empower+everyone+in+it+to+see+the+bigger+picture?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10201/driving+end-to-end+customer+experiences+is+a+critical+success+factor+for+digital+transformation?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://www.trustopen.net/en/10201/driving+end-to-end+customer+experiences+is+a+critical+success+factor+for+digital+transformation?utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=content-widget&utm_campaign=trustopen-red-hat
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/resource/how-cloud-based-collaboration-is-eradicating-data-silos?referrer=related-whitepaper-box&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=post&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=related-whitepaper-box
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/resource/iot-ddos-attacks-show-the-stakes-have-changed?referrer=related-whitepaper-box&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=post&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=related-whitepaper-box
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/resource/how-cloud-based-collaboration-is-eradicating-data-silos?referrer=related-whitepaper-box&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=post&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=related-whitepaper-box
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/resource/iot-ddos-attacks-show-the-stakes-have-changed?referrer=related-whitepaper-box&utm_source=www.silicon.co.uk&utm_medium=post&utm_content=textlink&utm_campaign=related-whitepaper-box
http://subscriber.silicon.co.uk/profile/new-profile-1.php?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517&continue_label=Silicon+UK&utm_source=kamino-newsletter-bottom
http://subscriber.silicon.co.uk/profile/login.php?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.silicon.co.uk%2Fdata-storage%2Fbigdata%2Foracle-big-data-2-207517&continue_label=Silicon+UK

3/29/2017 Oracle: Big Data Is Proving Harder Than Previously Thought

Services

IT Jobs

Your Account

4G Zone - Test your coverage
Test Your Bandwidth

What is My IP address?
Sites

White Papers
Downloads

ChannelBiz
Legal notices

Sales and Advertising

Terms and Conditions
Stay in touch

About Us - Silicon UK

Contactus

NETMEDIAEUROPE
Brazil Germany France Italy
Portugal Spain United Kingdom WorldWide

NetMediaEurope © Copyright 2017 All rights reserved. Part of NetMediaEurope. About NetMediaEurope

http://www.silicon.co.uk/data-storage/bigdata/oracle-big-data-2-207517 5/5


http://www.netmediaeurope.com/
http://jobs.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://subscriber.techweekeurope.co.uk/profile/index.php?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.techweekeurope.co.uk%2F&continue_label=TechWeekEurope+UK
http://www.silicon.co.uk/4g-coverage
http://www.silicon.co.uk/test-your-bandwidth
http://www.silicon.co.uk/what-is-my-ip-address
http://whitepaper.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://downloads.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://www.channelbiz.co.uk/
http://www.netmediaeurope.co.uk/sales
http://www.techweekeurope.co.uk/service-term-condition
http://www.silicon.co.uk/service-about-us
http://www.silicon.co.uk/service-contact-us
http://www.bitmag.com.br/
http://www.silicon.de/
http://www.silicon.fr/
http://www.techweekeurope.it/
http://www.bit.pt/
http://www.silicon.es/
http://www.techweekeurope.co.uk/
http://www.netmediaeurope.com/

